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Variations on a Theme by Count Waldstein is an art 
work of Beethoven, composed in 1791. The theme was 
written by Count Waldstein, life-long friend, patron, 
and benefactor of Beethoven. This piece consists of 
eight short variations. Note the free improvisatory 
quality of the last variation with alternating fast and 
slow passages between the two players. 
Dolly Suite, Opus 56 was written by Gabriel Faure, 
French composer and teacher. Faure taught at the Paris 
Conservatory and among his students were Maurice Ravel, 
Nadia Boulanger, and Rogers-Ducasse. The title "Dolly" 
refers to the young daughter of Faure's friend Emma 
Bordace, who later became the second wife of Claude 
Debussy. The Suite consists of six movements, each 
illuminating a mood or scene of childhood. 
The Berceuse is a lullaby, perhaps depicting the 
little girl rocking her doll to sleep. 
Mi-a-ou is believed to be about 
playing about with its capricious leaps and 
Le Jardin de Dolly brings to mind a 
Dolly's garden. 
a family cat 
quick turns. 
walk through 
Kitty-Valse is a lighter movement. It is described 
by Faure's biographer, Vuillermay, as having "all the 
grace and lightness of a little girl's dance in which we 
already sense the feminine seduction of the woman she is 
to be tomorrow." 
Tendresse is a slower movement with a canon middle 
section, perhaps a conversation between the two 
performers. 
Pas Espagnol (Spanish Dance) is said to depict 
Dolly playing with her mother's Spanish shawl. She puts 
it on and takes the stage for a moment. 
The Fantasie in F Minor by Schubert was written in 
the last year of his life. It is perhaps his most 
nostalgic and most often played work. It was dedicated 
to Countessa Caroline Esterhazy, whom Schubert was 
engaged by her father to give both the Countessa and her 
sister piano lessons between 1818 and 1824. These two 
musically gifted sisters were the inspiration for many 
of Schubert's four-hand piano pieces. 
This large work is a cycle of four movements in 
free sonata form that are played continuously: Allegro 
molto moderato, Largo, Scherzo Trio, and Allegro Vivace. 
The opening theme returns throughout the piece and the 
Fantasie closes with a double fugue. 
Schubert's set of eight Variations on a Theme Opus 
82 No. 1 also dates from the last year of his life. It 
is based on a theme from the opera "Marie" (1826), 
composed by Louis-Joseph Ferdinand Herold (1791-1833). 
The opera had met with great success and Schubert, upon 
hearing it, may have seen that the theme would be 
readily accepted by the public. The Leipzig Allgemeine 
Musikalische Zeitung had this to say about the 
Variations. "We declare these variations to be the best 
of his that has so far come our way. The theme is at 
once capivatingly treated, yet with simplicity. All the 
variations are mutually intertwined, diversified and 
rich without affectation." 
The Hungarian Dances of Brahms are from his first 
set published in 1869. They were the first compositions 
These dances are based on 
tunes. This Hungarian 
many of his other works. 
to give him world-wide fame. 
original gypsy and Hungarian 
influence is evident in a great 
Francis Poulenc was one of a group of French 
composers from the turn of the century referred to as 
"Les Six." He was mainly influenced by Erik Satie and 
Maurice Ravel. The Sonate (1918) consists of three 
movements: Prelude, Rustique, and Finale. The Prelude 
is characterized by it's rhythmical drive, the Rustique 
is slow and naive-sounding, and the Finale contains 
fragments of the first two movements. 
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